Migrant experiences in Australia: sample reading and responding task

Part A
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This passage is for reading practice only. (It is not a HSC task.)

Translation of the script
| am going to talk about Korean migrants in Australia.

According to the book Korean migrants in Australia, from 1970 to 1980 many illegal
immigrants from Korea came to Australia. At that time many Koreans came to work
because Korea was a poor country and the Australian economy had progressed
rapidly.

According to this book, Koreans who have migrated to Australia from 1980 to 1990
were engineers or university graduates. Because Korea has become richer since
1990, Koreans have migrated to Australia to do business. Recently many Korean
students have studied in Australia. If they want to live in Australia they can apply for
immigration after graduating from university.



At first, Korean immigrants find it difficult to live in Australia because of cultural
differences and language problems. Because Australian culture is quite different to
that of Korea, Australian people may misunderstand Korean people or vice versa.
For example, Korean people do not make eye contact during conversations. They
think it is rude. They say that Korean students lower their eyes as a gesture of
accepting their mistakes. However for Australians, avoiding eye contact means lack
of interest, no respect and dishonesty.

Language problems are also serious. There are some misunderstandings because
Koreans misunderstand what teachers or employers say. In this case, they may think
Koreans are lazy and irresponsible. But Koreans are diligent and responsible. If you
can’t speak English well, it is hard to make friends at school or in the work place.
Loneliness is another problem because it is hard to meet relatives or friends.

Many Koreans live in Sydney especially in Campsie or Eastwood. People who migrated
recently can eat Korean foods or buy Korean goods. However if they stick to this, it
makes it hard to learn English and understand Australian culture.



