Hints and tips on developing and presenting an argument or
point of view

Both the questions for the Oral examination and the Written
examination (Section Il — Writing) are derived from the prescribed
issues. Therefore, there are some similarities and overlap in the
content and skills you need to develop in order to present a monologue
for the oral examination and to write a 600ji composition for the
written examination (Section Il, Writing). A 600ji composition when
read out/spoken at a moderate pace takes approximately 2-3 minutes.
Therefore, you will be able to practise both by developing content and
skills common to both examinations.

Make sure you are familiar with a range of vocabulary, expressions
and grammatical structures and use them when putting together your
response. This will form the main part of the language you need to
build your monologue and composition. The grammatical structures

are listed in the Stage 6 Japanese Continuers and Extension syllabuses.

While using a variety of vocabulary, kanji and grammatical structures
is encouraged, try to avoid sentences that are overly long and
complicated. The most important thing is the communication of ideas.
It may be helpful to make a list of useful vocabulary and expressions
that relate to the prescribed issues. Try to incorporate the structures
that you are most comfortable with, not necessarily the ones that you
feel are difficult and may impress the examiners. Using a variety of
grammatical structures accurately is more effective than using
complicated structures or overly long sentences and making mistakes.

Plan and write a draft of your response to questions related to the
prescribed issues and, if possible, have them corrected by your
teacher or a Japanese friend. Rewrite your corrected draft so that you
have an accurate final copy. Use these corrected drafts to practise
speaking your monologues aloud. Recording yourself allows you to
become accustomed to speaking into a recording device (a tape
recorder is usually used at examination centres). When recording, try
to avoid stopping the tape partway even if you make a mistake or get
stuck, as you will not be allowed to stop the recording once your HSC
oral examination has started. File final copies of your monologues and
compositions so that you have a collection of prepared responses for
all prescribed issues.

One of the most challenging aspects of presenting a monologue or
writing a composition is coming up with ideas in a short amount of
time. As the prescribed issues and related sub-topics are broad, you



will not be able to predict what the questions will be in the HSC
examination. Therefore, it is essential to be well prepared. Writing and
practising out aloud the 600ji compositions will enable you to become
accustomed to writing/speaking for the required length/time and will
familiarise you with the response structure and cover a number of sub-
topics related to the prescribed issues.

In order to develop your ideas, listen to the radio, read newspapers (in
English) and watch current affairs and news on television (in English).
Take note of the items that relate to the prescribed issues. This will
give you ideas on which to build your response. Keep adding to these
ideas. Brainstorm a list of possible questions under the heading of
each prescribed issue and related sub-topics. Swap your ideas with
your classmates.

Practise structuring your response. Your teacher will have some useful
proformas and samples to get you started. In the exam, you are
required to present and support a point of view, so get used to looking
at the stimulus statement in the (exam) question and be prepared to
argue the case for the affirmative (i.e. you agree with the statement)
or the negative (i.e. you disagree with the statement). A good
response structure consists of the following:

1. Opening statement - a statement that incorporates the stimulus
statement and indicates whether you will be presenting the
affirmative case or negative case.

2. Introductory statement - introduces what you are going to talk
about, i.e. your point of view/argument. (You can list examples
you are going to talk about here without giving details.)

3. Examples to support your argument - you will need to show
breadth and depth. Breadth refers to the number of examples
you give to support your point of view and depth refers to how
deeply you explore each example (expand on examples above).

4. Concluding statement - restate your point of view but try to
make it different to the opening statement.

The following sample argument will show you a response structure
that demonstrates each of the four parts outlined above.



Sample argument

Question/stimulus statement:

(7 /= ZA RV ARAZBZLET, | Sk, EHO~-
WET D,

Technology causes stress. What is your opinion?

1. Opening statement

X 77 70— ZA ML RAZ2BZ4] W) Z &I, ITAZN
T,

2. Introductory statement

RETRD, T nO—ORPT, fax RERR) 0T otk
MO TY, L& ZE, Zofoe, £FHEPL Yy —EHDOATT
9, (Note: there are supposed to be two T.)

3. Examples to support argument (breadth and depth)

DI, FEIZOWTEELET, LT, F2Z295 LT 5DIT,
7=<
BEF S0 E L7, £H50H, WEED, S6¥EEWL, AARTT
x 7= < &
L7t FHATLE, Th, Sl3% 90 UK., WlEke b
MNHDHDT, RYIZRL T, BIZHRDFE LT, BILD . BERE2 D
S5R0DOT, FOREMTLY y —JE#2 LD ET,

OXN, T/ uerv—F, HFEELLTLTWET, RERL,
A2 —F =R H =y FOBNMNT T, ATYH, DATZA
IZTEDLMMHTY, I2EXE, BEFA—NLTaAIa=r— 30
TICTEL L, WHMATHH R TH, BT 437 L2 ATH
EOSHDONEEI—TA LT 2T DHIENTEET,

SWTIZ, 77870 —FLb TV —DDOAT, AL X&M< L
TWET, F—L YT X —H LW ETAHRLa L B a—H—4—1
78T, APV AERLSTIENTEET, FHUZ, BV
N, A —rOFry PO LA U H—FRy P TTLTE



HDT, FaeHe THWWTT, KITOLdAOH LT WVWTT,
2oy Z R, BARFEOAIEEZRIZL TWET,

4. Concluding statement

ZOXHT, TV a—IEOEE B FELELT S LTWET,
Zinb, 77 /Y — XA M AR EITEVWERAL

Length: 620ji



